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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 o'clock, p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier : Plans in connection
with the Street Closure Bill; papers in
connection with the Denmark Railway
proposed purchase.

“HANSARD” REPORT OF "ALL-
NIGHT SITTING.
Closure Divisions.

Mr. HOLMAN : On
order, [ desire to draw the attention of
Mr. Speaker to the- faet that in the
nuniber of Hanserd published this week,
the divisions taken in a great number of
eases during last Thursday's sitting did
not appear. Always in the past it has
heen the custom, when divisions are taken,
for the names of those voting to be re-
corded, and it is absolutely necessary
that this should be done. I notice on
every oecasion when the closure was
applied for at Thursday’s sitting of the
House, the names of those voting were
left out. WWhat is the reason? In the
past a special note was always made of
divisions on closure motions; and on such
an important matter the full details
should always be given, for one never
knows when, in the future, reference may
have to be made to the division lists.

The SPEAKER: I desire to say for
the information of the House, that this
matter has been bronght under my notice
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a question of
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already, and I have taken steps to deal
with it. I shall be able to give the House
the information that the member seeks
for, to-morrow. I am already in coni-
munication with the Chief Hansard Re-
porter on the matter. 1 may add that
the Minutes show the names in the divi-
sion lists. The member for Mount Mag-
net (Mr. Troy) drew my attention to the
ahsence of the division lists, and I told
him T would take steps to see that it
should not oeeur again.

L

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE
CLASSIFICATION.

Mr. HARDWICK asked the Premier:
1, Have the Government approved of the
Public Service Commissioner’s classifica-
tion of the Professional Division and the
Supplementary Clerieal? 2, If not,
when will the approval be gazeited? 3,
When approved, will Public Service Re-
gulation 143 be adbered fo in its entirety?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2,
Is now under consideration. 3, When
the classification s approved, the relation
of Regulation 143 to it will be considered.

SITTING DAY, EXTRA.

The PREMIER moved—

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch of
business on Fridays at 4.30 p.m.
addition to the days olready provided,
and shall sit until 6.15 pm. if neces-
sary, and if requisite from 7.30 p.m.
onwards.

Before giving notice of the motion, he
had mentioned the matter to the Leader
of the Opposition, and informed him that
it was desired to sit an extra day n the
week in order that the House might dis-
pose of the business which had secumu-
lated on the Notice Paper, and in order
that work might be sent np to another
place. It was stated at the beginning
of the session that there was every like-
lihood it would be necessary for us to
meet four days a week towards the end
of the session. Members would probably-
agree that it wonld be better for the
House to meet at 4.30 on Fridays, rather
than at 2.30 an each of the three present
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sitting days. Last year the Friday sit-
tings started on the 27th November.

Mr. BATH: Although he did not in-
tend to offer any objection to the pro-
posal to meet fonr days a week, he would
snggest to the Premier that in making
Government business precede the Notices
of Motions and Orders of the Day, he
might first ascerfain whether there were
any motions which members were desirous
of having discussed forthwith, so that
arcangements might be made to have
them called on, and so prevent them from
being wiped off the Notice Paper alto-
gether. Tf the Premier fell in with that
view, he would be happy to ascertain the
wishes of members with regard to this
motion, and try to make arrangements
which would be mutually satisfactory.

Mr. JOHNSON: With regard to the
question of meeting on Fridays, it was
unfair to make it apply to the present
week. Speaking personally, he had made
arrangements by which il would be neces-
sary for him to be absent from the sit-
ting if held o Friday. Members should
have received longer notice of the inten-
tion of the Government to call them
together on Fridays, for then they would
have been able to make arrangements
accordingly. 1t was not fair to members
that the motion should be made fo apply
to the present week.

Mr. TAYLOR: At the beginning of the
session he suggested thai the House
should meet at 10.30 a.m. or at 2 p.m.
from the outset, and so do away with
the necessity for meeting four or five
days a week towards tbe end of the
session. Had this suggestion been
adopted, and the House been sitting
longer honrs on three days a week since
the beginning of the session, the present
difficulty would not have arisen. It was
inadvisable that there should be such a
rush of work at the end of the session,
for then members were tired after the
continual sittings. There was no justi-
fieation for the Government to come down
with a motion of this kind in November.
It was time the Government met, as other
business people did, to transact business
in proper hours, not late in the after-
noon and late at night, but in the morn-
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ing and afternoon. It would be much
wiser if the Goverument sat at 10 am.,
starting fromn to-merrow wmorning, than
have an extra afternoon and evening a
week. He intended to move in that
direetion before he resumed his seat. He
trusted that no arrangements had been
made beteween the Government and the
Leader of the Opposition with regard to
Friday sittings. By meeting at 10 a.m.
we _would be better able to discuss the
business before the country than if the
House met at 4.30 p.m. It was advisable
in the interests of good legislation that
all the work shonld be done in daylight.
Ministers of the Crown wounld get on
much better if the House sat at 10 am..
and bhad three full days for the work
of Parliament. A Minister could not re-
main in the House from 4.30 on Tuesday’
afterncon until Wednesday morning, and
then go to his office; nor could he start
again in the House at 4.30 on Thursday
afternonn, remain there till 11.30 on-
Friday night, and be in his office at 9 on
Saturday.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was inadvisable to.
meet on Friday next. Members who had
made provision for going to their homes.
at the end of this week should be allowed
to do so.

The PREMIER: In any case, the
House could not meet after 6 o'elock next
Friday, as members would subsequently
aceept the hospitality of the Speaker.

Mr. TAYLOR moved an amendment—
That all words after “on” in line 3
be struck out, and “Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday at 10.30 am.” be
inserted in lieu. .
Between 10.30 a.m. and 11 p.m. shonld be
ample time to do business.  Members.
would then be disposed to go home to
rest, thus avoiding all-night sittings,
which were of no use exeept for bring-
ing the Government to their knees.

Mr. STUART seconded the amend-
ment. He had been here long encugh to-
be tired of all-night-owl business. If we
were remembered at all, we should go
down to posterity as the worst Parfia-
ment that ever existed in Western Aus-
tralia; and the amendment would ai
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least redeem our reputation. It was sen-
sible to meet in daylight when men were
in their normal state, thus aveiding some
of the sore-headedness that was recently
in evidence.

Mr, WALKER: If we were the worst
Parliament that ever existed, how could
meeting at 10.30 improve our morals?
The shorter time we sat o show our
wickedness, the better. Rather shounld we
meet for one hour a day, and thus have
less chance of doing harm. AMembers’
duties were not confined to the House.
A representative who really attended to
the business of his constituency had re-
peatedly to go from office to office to
make all kinds of inquiries, attending
some offices several times fo get an answer
to a simple question, It was necessary to
spend in this manner a eonsiderable por-
tion of some days in every week. If
eonfined in the daytime to the House,
Ministers could not attend their offices,
and fhe general public would not visit
the offices at night. His experience of
the days on which the House met at 2
p-m. was that we sat longer than usual
into the night. YWhen members met early
they felt they had plenty of time ahead,

and did not settle down to business until -

after the tea adjournment. “Whilst it
might be necessary at the fag-end of a
session to add one or perhaps two sit-
ting days per week to clear up the busi-
ness, he would stand by the reasons given
for opposing the amendment.

Mr. STONE supported the amendment
in the interests of country members, to
whom attendance at the Houwse on an
extra day was a serious matter. The
proposed arranggment, while suiting city
members, would be inconvenient to those
whose homes were at a distance; and
though it might involve inconvenience on
Ministers to attend the House at the early
hour of 10.30 forenoon, he hoped the
members of the Government wounld accept
that infliction in the interests of country
members.

Mr. TROY: The Federal Parliament
met in the moming and transacted its
business during the day. {[Minister: On
one day a week.] He would agree to
meeting early even on only one day. In
present circumstances members were
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practically working on publie business,
either at the departments or in the House,
for 15 or 16 hours per day. If earlier
sittings were the rule, members would be
better fitted to diseharge the business of
the country than in doing it after a tiring
day in visiting the depariments and
attending to other duties in the interests
of their econstituents. His complaint,
however, was not at members being com-
pelled to attend the House, but that they
would not remain in the Chamber. The

‘majority of city members, for whose con-

venience the present proposal was intro-
duced, were generally to be found in the
Corridor. [Member: When the hon.
member was speaking, perhaps.] One
had known the Premier to be addressing
the House with only three members pre-
sent on the Government side. Country
members had this year been needlessly
detained in Perth for six months, through
being told first that Parliament would
assemble in February, then in May, and
finally the House did not meet until July.
The congested condition of the business
paper was due to the waste of time by
the Government. Ministers were no
more fitted than private members to pro-
perly eonduct the eountry’s business after
a hard day’s work in their offices. The
diffieulty in regard te deputations could
be overcome by arranging, as was sen-
sibly done by the Premier last year, that
deputations would be received on one
day a week only.

The PREMIER: It was essential that
Ministers should attend at their offices
early in the day. For one thing, corres-
pondence must be attended to; and the
member for Mount Margaret (Mr. Tay-
lor) would be among the first to ecom-
plain, were any request from him ne-
glected because of the early sitting of
the House. Since the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy) was apparently dis-
gusted with the present Parliament, a
simple means of getting out of the diffi-
culty would be to resign. The fault of
being out of the Chamber was not pecu-
liar to members on the Government side.
Members must recognise that it was es-
sential Ministers should attend at their
offices during the morning, and on that
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sccount he hoped the amendment would
not be agreed to.

Amendment put, and negatived on the
voices.
Division called for by Mr. Taylor, and
taken with the following result:—
Ayes . .. .. 8
Noes . . .. 28

Majority against .. 20

Nora,

Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Collier
Mr. Daglish
Mr. Davies
Mr, Druper
Mr. Foulkes
%1[:' gondon

. Gregor;
Mr. Hnrdwf;k
Mr. Hoywnard
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Keenan

AvEs,
My, Angwin
Mr. Holinon
Mr. Horan
Mr. Stone
Mr. Stuart
Mr. Toylor
Mr. Underwood
My, Heitmano (Teller).

Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. 5. ¥. Moore
My, Piegse

Mr. Price

Mr. Smith

Mr. Troy

Mr, Veryard
Mr. Walker

Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Laymnn {Tsbler).

Amendment thus negatived.

My. TROY desired to move an amend-
ment to snbstitute 10.3¢ a.m. on Fridays
for 4.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: It had already been
agreed that the words “four-thirty” stand
part of the question. Those words there-
fore could not be now struck out, though
farther words might be added.

Mr., TROY: Sinee he could not move
in the direction desired withou! adding
Monday to the sitting days, be would not
press the matter.

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
The PREMIER moved—

That for the remainder of the Ses-
sion, Government business shall lake
precedence of all Motions and Orders of
the Day.

He would be pleased to consult with the
Leader of the Opposition at all times,
and would meet his wishes as far as pos-
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sible regarding any business or motions
by private members,

My, ANGWIN: During this session,
only two days had been allowed private
members for the introduction of business
with which they desired Parliament to
deal; and in view of the agreement ar-
rived at by the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition that at least one day
in each fortnight be set apart for private
members’ business, the Premier shounld
withdraw the motion, An extra sitting
day had now been arranged for each
week, and private members should he
granted at least one day in each fort-
night.

Mr. HOLMAN: As the Premier had
promised that facilities would be afforded
for the introduetion of private members’
business, he would rot oppose the motion,
because in all probability faecilities would
be given to move the most important
motions. He had two important motions
on the Notice Paper, and would not like
the session to elose without having an
opportunity of bringing them forward.

Question put and passed.

BILL—ROQADS AND
CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: I
may explain this is not a proposal on
the part of an unsermpulous Government
to in any way limit debate so as to close
the session early, but it is to close eertain
roads and streets. Tt is a measure that
bobs np serenely every session, and one
that does not lead to any very adverse
comment, The measure is a formal one.
Most of the roads have heen closed in
accordance with a desire expressed hy
the various local aniborities. Plans have
already been laid on the table showing
the roads proposed to be dealt with by
the Bill. They have been coloured brown
so that members may have an oppor-
tunity of seeing exactly what they are
dealing with. The tail is the biggest part
of the dog, so to speak, as there is only
one clause in the Bill, and a sehedule which
refers to the particular roads dealt with,
and I propose to give members scme in-

STREETS



902 Roads}Closure Bill :
formation in regard to the matters con-
tained in the schedule. The first para-
graph relates to a road at Boulder; this
road is bounded by Clancy, Keegan,
Auburn and Kingsmill Streets. The pro-
posal is to lease 20 acres included in that
area for a special lease for an artificial
lake for the holding of aquatic sports,
eteetera. As the application at first en-
closed some alienated land it was refused,
bnt on it being amended it was foungd the
application dealt with some very low-
lying land, unsuitable for settlement; and
on the applicant agreeing to submit all
plans to the approval of the counecil and
to earry out the works to the satisfaction
of the c¢ouneil’s engineer, the Boulder
Council raised no objeetion but support
the application. A special lease has heen
approved for 10 years at £10 per annum,
and the closure of the streets referred to
is set out in the plan on the table of
the House—Jamieson Street, a portion of
DeBaun Street, and a portion of North
Street. The next clause in the schedule
deals with certain roads in the vicinity of
Geraldton; this land is being set aside
for a water reserve for the supply of
water to the town of Geraldton, and it
is necessary that the couneil shall have
the sole authority over the areas referred
to. This road is included at the request
of the Geraldton Council and approved
by the Minister for Lands. The next
clause deals with a small area in the
town of Guildford, whiech bas been en-
closed by the Railway Department. At
present it is fenced and there is a build-
ing on the area. This land is portion of
Leecation 40, and it has been found neces-
sary to close it. The safer course seems
to be to include this in the Bill.  Al-
though the road has been closed to traffie
for ten years it was decided by fhe
Crown Law authorities that it was advis-
able to close the road by Act of Parlia-
ment. At Kookynie the Railway Depart-
ment have made a reserve of certain
blocks, and these are separated by a
small right of way. This road is abso-
Iutely of no value to the fown and at the
same time it separates the railway pro-
periy. Parliamentary approval is asked
for the eclosing of this particular
right-of-way, which lies in elose proxi-
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mity to the Kookynie Station. The Koo-
kynie Council bhave given their approval.
At Leonora the street proposed to be
closed forms portion of the old main
road to Leonora, which it is necessary to
close to declare a subdivision of some
vaeant land in the vieinity of Leonora.
The road runs in a diagonal direction,
and if leit as at present it will inferfere
with the design made out for farther
subdivision, where it is proposed the roads
shall be laid out rectanzularly. This
is supported by the municipal couneil of
Leonora. At Wagin theré are two re-
serves lying in eclose proximity to ench
other, One is gazetied as a class A
reserve, and the other as a water reserve
and camping reserve. There is a small
road running befween the two, and as
both of these are public property there
is no necessity to have the road running
between them, and at the request of tle
municipal eouncil of Wagin, which was
made in July last, it is proposed to elose
this gazetted road. It is only a shoxt
distance of eight ehains. The pext clanse
deals with the proposal of the Perth City
Couneil to close portion of Malcoim
Street, in the vieinity of King's Park.
It is proposed to reduce the width of that
street by 150 links; the portion excluded
will be taken into the Park. The Perth
Couneil proposed that the road should be
reduced to a chain, but as all the principal
streets in that vicinity are a chain and
a-half wide, and it is rather a nasty
corner, the Lands Department did not
think it advisable to reduce the width of
the road to a chain, as suggested, and they
have kept the road a chain and a-half
wide. The next*matter refers to the eity
of Perth, a small portion of a street
known as Small Street; it is a blind alley,
giving approach to the rubbish destructor.
The request camme from the Perth Council
and was approved by the Lands Depari-
ment. At the present time it is of no
value as a highway, and the department
have fallen in with tle wishes of the
Perth Council. The next proposal is in
connection with the Esplanade. At the
present time the recreation ground has in-
cluded 25 links of land helonging to the
road, and it has been fenced in although
it has not been legally closed. Power is
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now sought to legalise what has already
been donme. The Esplanade resumes 25
links from the present road which is a
chain and a-half wide, and the road will
be reduced to 49 feet 6 inehes. The land
has been included within the recreation
ground by the couneil for over nine years,
and it is neeessary that their action be
confirmed by the closure of the road.

Mr. Bath: 1t forms part of the recrea-
tion reserve ?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Bath: To whom does Small Street
revert to?

The PREMIER: It is an approach to
the rabbish destructor, and 1 suppose it
will be vested in the Perth Council. I
think I have explained as far as I can
to members the various roads confained
in the schedule, and any farther inform-
ation that members require I shall gladly
give, or it can be obtained from the plans,

Mr. Bath: What is being done with
the small strip of land near the park?

The PREMIER: Nothing has been
done, but I think it is proposed to ex-
tend the fence and inelude that portion.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.
Clause 1—agreed to.

Schedule:

Mr. BATH: In regard to the portion
of Bellevue Terrace, adjoining King’s
Park, before the Government agreed to
the inclusion of the land in the park,
inquiry might be made as to whether the
block could be made available for build-
ing purposes? There is a fairly sub-
stantial block there on which the Govern-
ment could erect a building. In view of
the lack of Government blocks of land
around the city of Perth, the Government
inight find a use to which this land could
be put, without having to purchase land
at an enhanced price.

The PREMIER : The suggestion would
be considered. The Government were
only committed to the eclosing of the
road.
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Mr. BATH: As to the eclosing of
Small Street, the Premier had stated that
it would probably vest in the Perth Coun-
cil. The point was worth looking up, as
to whether the land would vest in the
council or the Crown. If it vested in
the Crown, the Crown should keep hold
of it.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; re-
port adopted.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK
AMENDMENT,.

Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Agri-
culture, Mr. J. Mitehell) in moving the
second reading said: It will be remem-
bered that last year when I.moved the
second teading of the Agricultural Bank
Bili, T said I hoped that in the near
future it would be necessary to again ask
Parliament to amend the Act by increas-
ing the capital. Although this Bill eon-
tains only one clawse it is designed to
increase the capita! of the Bank from
£1,000,000 to £1,500,000. It will not be
necessary for me to repeat the argument
which I used when the amending Bill was
introduced last year. I simply propose
on this occasion to let members know
something of the good work done by the
Bill passed last year, and by the £400,000
whieh Parliament aunthorised by the pas-
sage of that Bill. The capital of the
Bank to-day is £1,000,000. Under the
old Act we approved of loans to the ex-
tent of £640,025, while under the new
Act, which caime into foree on the 1st
Febrnary last, we have approved of loans
to the extent of £247,075, and applica-
tions have been received amounting to
£283,150. We approve of loans to the
extent of a little over £30,000 each month,
and just now we are paying away for
work completed about £20,000 a month.
Members will see that of the present
capital there is very little left; there is
certainly not sufficient to earry us over
the first quarier of next year, Something
of the good the Bank has done may be
understood when T say that there are
3,970 accounts on the books of the Bank;
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that is to say 3,970 farmers have applied
for and received advances from the
Bank in order to improve their holdings.
These people have not only improved
their heldings, but they have also im-
proved the eonditions under which they
live, and many of them have become ex-
ceedingly prosperous by reason of the
help we were able to give them under the
Aet.  Sinee the first of February last,
when the new Act came into operation,
we have had 1,98% applieations for ad-
vances, That is a tremendous number of
applications to receive, and members will
realise the immense amount of work the
ofticers have had to do to deal with
nearly 2,000 applications in nine months.
Of these applieations there have been
refused only 11G, for a total amount of
£15,925; but while applications have in
some cases been refused they are now
being reconsidered, and in many cases
we hope the applicants will be able to
get advances. I want hon. members to
realise the small number of applications
refused, and the small amount of money
applied for and refused; because we have
heard a considerable amount of critieism
with rtegard to the management of the
Bank. Wae all realise that in every finan-
cial institution the manager has at times
to say ‘“no.” In my experience as a bank
manager I had to say “no” oftener than
would be the ease with the manager of the
Agricnltural Bank. To only refuse 116
applications out of 2,000 is almost a
record. I venture to say that of the re-
quests made to them for loans, many hon.
members have refused a larger percentage
than that. While we have this large
amount of money advanced, repayments
which extend over a period of 30 years
are responsible for a refturn to the Bank
of £118,020. [Mr. Bath: Altogether9]
Yes. That has been the return o the
Bask, and to-day there is owing to the
Bank #£495,339,
advaneed is therefore £611,360. This
money has been responsible for clearing
275,966 ncres, fencing 162,597 chains,
and ringbarking 280,249 acres. I wish to
make a comparisen between the work done
for twelve yvears previous to the 30th June
of this year, and the work done since the
passing of the Act last year. During
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the year just closed the money ad-
vanced by the Bank has eleared 139,892
acres, nearly one-balf of the total acre-
age cleared for the twelve years, which
was 275,966 aeres, while for fencing we
paid for 145,833 chains for the twelve
months against 162,597 chains for the
twelve years. 1 mention these facts be-
cause, as I have said, hon. members have
sometimes criticised the managemenf of
the Bank, and persons in the country
bave been eriticising the advantages that
acerne to them under the liberalised Aect.
No doubt the Aet as amended last year
considerably liberalised the conditions,
and no doubt the work done under the
Act as amended has bheen of eonsiderable
henefit to the State. The system of
trustees which has also ecome in for
criticism from time to time has worked
very well indeed. [ think there have
been few delays in conneetion with the
business, Of course there have been
some, and there will always be some, but
they are not always aceounted for by
reason of delay on the part of tbe trus-
tees. They usually oceur through appli-
cants not sending in proper information
or not produecing their documents in pro-
per order when they come to register
their mortgages. Our inspectors through-
out the eountry are all eapable and ex-
perienced men, and they are of great
assistance to the borrowers. I believe
all of the men making inspeetions for us
are capable of advising the farmers not
only as to the best method of clearing and
improving, but also as to the best por-
tions of the estate on which to operate.
This advice must have been of consider-
able benefit to many people. Indeed
many applicants have told me that it
has been a great bepefit to them to be
able to seek the advice of expert agricul-
turists when it comes to the question of
making improvements. Members must
realise that in addition to making & valu-
ation of the security at the time a loan
is asked for, we have to keep in touech
with the applieants, and that the money
is paid by progress payments; that is
to say, when a man has arranged his
loan and has done £20 worth of work he
is entitled to ask for a cheque for £20,
and so on until the loan is exhausted.
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Members will readily understand the
enonnous amount of work this entails,
and if at times borrowers are inclined to
think that the Baunk is not acting as
prowptly in their cases as it should, there
is some excuse. I venture to say that no
other institution of this State, no business
house with the same staff, is doing an
equal amount of work to that done by the
Agricultural Bank. It must also be re-
membered that in this State every man
has the right to seleet almost where he
will, that there is practically free selec-
tion, and that our country is somewhat
patchy ; so members will realise that there
are oceasions when the manager of the
Agricultural Bank has had to say to the
applieant, “Your land is not quite good
enough; you had better see the Minister
for Lands and get some alteration made.”
A great deal of trouble has been taken
from time to time to set people on the
land they should have; but where we have
free seleetion it is impossible to say that
a man is not to have certain land, be-
cause he is as much entitled to take it
up as any other person if the land is
open for selection; and as a rule he will
take it. The consequence is that people
select land which they helieve to be good,
but when they go along to the Agrieul-
tural Bank they have to be told that their
bholdings will not bear the outlay they
propose to put on them, at any rate that
the Agrienltural Bank cannot help them.

Mr. Bath: They should have that in-
formation supplied to them when they
select the areas.

The HONORARY MINISTER : I
expecied that interjeection. If a friend
of the Leader of the Opposition were
refused land adjoining my holding, and
if the Government thought, when I
made an application, that it would be
right to let me bhave it, the hon. member
would be the first to get up in this House
and say we were doing an injustice, that
we were refusing land te one man and
letting another have it.

Mr. Bath : The deparfment will not
have two opinions about the land.

The HONORARY MINISTER : No;
they are bound to let the man have it,
becanse the system is free seeletion ; and
while we have free selection we are bound
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to have this trouble. The blame is not
on the department, but on the person
who takes up the land. .

My, Bath : We have land agentsand
they advise the people as to the land to
take up.

The HONORARY MINISTER : I
have found that on most occasions Lhe
applicants have taken up land against
the advice of the land agents. In some
cases, where it is impossible to improve
the conditions under which the selector
bas taken up the land, the Agricultural
Department and the Lands Department
have admitted that these applicants made
a mess of it and have given them better
land. Members will agree that it is only
right for the Trustees of the Agricul-
tural Baok to lend money where the
advances are perfectly safe, that is to
say, where the improvements on the land
are worth a sum that is equal to the
amount advanced. If that were not so,
it would not be right for the trusteesto
make advances. Through all the years
this institution has been at work, only
£7 10s. has been written off, and I think
it will be agreed that the management has
been most eareful, and rightly so. Hon.
members will perhaps wonder why so
large a som as £500,000 is wanted with
the sum passed under the Amending Bill
of 1906; but as I have explained previ-
ously, the whole of the amount ailready
authorised by Darliament will be ex-
hausted  during the next four
months ;  and  notwithstanding  re-
pavments are constantly coming in,
it is neecessary for us’ to ask for
increased eapital, because the repay-
ments go to redeem debentures. No
money is used twice by the institution.
The money repaid to ‘the bank is used
to redeem debentures from the Savings
Bank which has provided the money in

‘order that the loans may be advanced.

I do not propese using the arguments
I submitted last session, but I desire to
say, no money ever invested by the Gov-
ernment in this State has done so much
good as that which has passed through
the Agrieultural Bank. During the
whole of the time the Bank has been
under the management of Mr. Paterson,
who has done remarkably good work
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and has been particularly anxious to
help forward land settlement and make
every settler in the State as prosperous
and happy as he is entitled to be. We
bave unfortunately a tremendous amount
of land to clear, for out of 13 million
acres alienated, only three millions are
in any way improved, so that this
£500,000 would only go a small way to-
wards making the improvements which
are necessary if all this land is to do the
good it shonld to the Siate.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : So
far as this Bill 'is eoncerned, members
cannot object to the utilisation of money
for the purpose of making provision for
the settlement of our agrienitural areas ;
and as one who has always pointed out
the necessity that where we pay an in-
terest of three per cent. on money de-
posited in the Savings Bank we must
find some remunerative form of invest-
ment in order to be able to continue to
pay that inferest without loss, I agree
that we have to find some chamel of
investment such as this, so that we can
deal with the inereasing amount of money
now being deposited in the Savings
Bank. There is this, however, to be
borne in mind with regard to the utilisa-
tion of the Savings Bank funds, which
is the one source from which the capital
of the Agrieultural Bank is drawn, that
the money is tied up for a considerable
period, and what might be termed the
liquid reserve retained by the Savings
Bank or by the Treasury is very small
m proportion to the total indebtedness
to depositors. Tt is all very well while
things go along smoothly and no trouble
1s oecasioned by the utilisation of this
money, and by tying it up, as it is under
the Agrienltural Bank Aect; but if to-

morrow we were faced with a condition -

of things such as now pertains in
America, a financial panie, where would
the Savings Bank he? It has but a
very small reserve.

The Honorary  Minister ©  What
should they hold in reserve ?
Mr. BATH : That is a question for

the Treasurv officials o decide,
miember of Parliament.

not a
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Mr. Horan :
pound.

Mr. BATH : Thbat would be avery
small amount, and it would have been
nothing like sufficient to satisfy the run
made on the Savings Bank in 1830 in
New South Wales. At that time, had
not the various banking institutions eome
to the reseue of the Government Savings
Bank, it would have been in a very par-
lous position. Private banking institu-
tions de not grant accommodation of
that sort, however, except on fairly ex-
orbitant terms. While there is perhaps
no better way under the existing con-
ditions than by using the Savings Bank
funds, we must bear in mind what might
ocenr in the future. A finaneial panic
occurred some years ago in  Australia,
and new there is one in America. So
far as the administration of the Bank is
concerned, undoubtedly during the past
12 months a great deal of aetivity has
been shown. The present, however, is
not the ocecasion upon which we can
gauge the safety or otherwise of the in-
vestments. It is all very well to say
that we are doing good work with the
money, that everything is going on
smoothly, and that there is no possible
loss, bui the money has only just been
lent. Even if matters agricultural go
along satisfactorily and prosperously in
the future, there ig always a contingent
risk, unless wise diseretion is used in the
expenditure of the money. Other coun-
tries better dowered by nature than
Western Australia have gone through
their periods of depression, and some-
times to a very profound degree. It is
on occasions like that, when the efficiency
of the management of the Agrieultural
Bank would he properly tested, and it
is only on sueh occasions that we would
be able to judge whether the money is
now being utilised rightly or not.

The Homorary Minister : It was a

Two shillings in the

fair test last year owing to the low
prices.
Mr. BATH: 1In Ontario there was

at one fime a spell of 20 years of de-
pression and hard struggling in the agri-
cultural community. The people, how-
ever, survived it, and that they did so
was a matter of surprise to many. What
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dhas occurred there might happen here
also.

The Honorary Minister : We have had
50 years’ experience.

Mr. BATH : But only recent experi-
ence on anything like a fairly bigseale.
It is only on snch oceasions that we ean
judge the wisdom of the banking opera-
tions, We cannot aceept the optimistic
statements of the Minister for Agrieul-
ture as being correct, for time will he the
test as to whether there has been no risk.
The Minister has also referred to the
snecess which has acerued by the appoint-
ment of trustees of the bank. I am satis-
tied that if the same amount of money
had been placed at the disposal of the
managergent under the old lines, aod
with the same terms, the manager would
have done just as well without the trus-
tees. Perbaps he would have done even
better, and we would have been saved the
expensive luxury of feeing these gentle-
men. I do not think they are necessary
and we are being involved in an expense
by an appointment for which there is no

Justification.

Mr. Stone : The cost does not amount.
to £400 a year.

Mr. BATH : It is not a verylarge

amount, but when times are bad if we
can save a few hundred pounds it is just
as well to do so. We cannot afford to
spend mouey unnecessarily. I have no
opposition to offer to the second read-
ing, and I hope that in the long run the
experience of Western Australia will
prove that the money we are placing at
the disposal of the Aprienltural Bank
will have been wisely expended and
that the State will be under no loss by
reason of that investment.

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
1 gather from what the Minister said
that any repayments made by the bor-
rower are repaid to the Savings Bank,
and that the debt of the Agrienltural
Bank is reduced to a eertain extent every
year, :

Mr. Bath :
tures.

Mr. POULKES : The Agrieultural
Bank has been in existence for some 13
vears and has so far, aceording to the

It is redeeming deben-
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report of the Manager, sustained no loss.
I cannot agree, therefore, with the
Leader of the Opposition that we have
not had sufficient experience of the work-
ing of the Aet.

Mr. Johnson: What is
the loans

Mr. FOULKES : Thirty years. 1
was a member of another place when the
Bill was introduced for the creation of
this Bank? and in fhose days there was
considerable opposition to the proposals
of the Government. Many people said
that the Bank would never be a sucecess,
and the State in the end would lose a
great deal of wmoney. I can remember
very well that one of the stoutest op-
ponents of the Bill was Mr. Illingworth,
who opposed it because he thonght it
would mean that the Bank would lose a
great deal of money. I believe that so
far the losses have been very small, if
any. It must be borne in mind that
every- Year the security given' by the
borrower is improving. The Leader of
the Oppositien has called attention to
the faet that to a certain extent the opera-
tions of this Bank arve on their trial,
and that during the next few vears we
may be liable to a great reversal of for-
tune. Prices may fall to a very low
sum, as has occurred in other countries,
but T would remind the hon. member of
the faet that no country in the world
has been put to such a severe test in
eonnection with 1his industry as this
State has during the last 12 months.
Owing to Federaiion and the abolition
of the various duties, the agrienlturists
have now to compete with the old estab- -
lished States of the Commonwealth.
The result has been that prices last vear
fell to o very great exient and, in ad-
dition, the erops that year were not so
wood as usnal, or as we should have
hiked. Taking these two facts together
—reduction in price and the competi-
tion of the older States—they show the
agrieultural industry of this State is
eapable of holding its own satisfac-
torily.

the term of

Mr. Bath : " But what wonld happén
if they had a succession of last vear’s
experience ¥
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Mr. FOULKES: Last year was
practicaily the first year when .the agn-
cuiturists bad to eompete with the other
States.

Mr. Angwin :
they ¢

Mr. FOULKES: TUp to lasi year they
were protected by duties, but these were
removed last year and the agriculturists
had to meet the opposition of the Eastern
States. There could not bg a more
severe test than that.

Mr. Bath : It wounld be more severe
if there was a long succession of such
years.

Mr. FOULKES : Records have been
kept of the last 30 or 40 years, and these
show that during the last 10 years the
yields have eompared very favourahly
indeed with the other States. Our aver-
age of wheat during the past ten years
is econsiderably higher, T believe, than
any of the other States.

The Premier : The average is abont
1115 bushels.

Mr. POULKES : We are quite justi-
fied, therefore, in considering that these
loans from the Agricultural Bank ave
properly secured. It is not the practice
of the Treasury to make from the Sav-
ings Bank advances to agrieulturists ;
yet many country properties form quite
as good seeurities as the urban proper-
ties accepted by the Treasury. The
Treasurer confines himself to  urban
securities, however good the country pro-
perties may be, and however wide the
margin. In the York and Northam dis-
tricts are many agricultural properties

What competition had

worth £15,000 or £20,000 each. Many
of them are now freehold, or being
under conditional purchase are in the

eourse of beeoming freeheld, the terms
having nearly expired; yet if any such
landholder applies for an advanee of
only a thousand pounds, his application
is refused, though it is the practice of
the Government to lend freely on house
property in  Perth, Fremantle, and
suburbs, If the Savings Bank have any
difficulty, and I believe they have a
certain diffieculty, in finding good seeuri-
ties, I would suggest to the Premier that
he consider the question of lending on
eountry properties of adequate value. I
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am glad the Minister for Agrieulture
has found it neeessary to introduce this
Bill. T believe thaf the Aect of last year
has done more good than almost any
olher Aect passed in the same session.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
the report adopted.

BILL—BRANDS AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Agri-
culture, Mr. J. Mitchell) in moving the
second reading said: This is a short
anmendment of the Brands Act, necessary
to bring it up to date. Under the ex-
isting Act it is not necessary to register
any brand in use when that Aect came
into operation; and we find that con-
fusion and often trouble arise from the
fact that old brands are still used. The
old register is not perfect, hence it is
diffienlt for the registrar to keep his re-
cords in order. 1 therefore propose in
the Bill to wake it compulsory for all
stock-owners to register under the pro-
visions of the amending Act of 1904.
There are at present many brands regis-
tered under this Aect, which provides that
the brand shall consist of two letters and
a numeral, whilst many brands are re-
gistered under the old Act, providing for
the registration of any combination of
letters or figures ; and it is found that
this leads not only te confusion but some-
times to fraud. For instance, under the
old Aect it was possible for a stock-
owner to register say two letters. If he
registered “ TB " that became his brand ;
whereas under the new Act of 1904 it
is possible for nine stock-owners to re-
gister “TB” and a nwmeral. Members
will see that these provisions lend them-
selves very freely to fraud, because one
would bave only to add a numeral to the
“TB” brand in order to perpeirate a
swindle. An amendiment is necessary in
order that this inay be avoided. We also
provide in the Bill for the ear-marking of
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cattle, an amendment asked for by many
stock-owners. It will not be necessary
that owners shall ear-mark ; but if an
ear-mark 18 used for eattle, it must be
registered. It is also provided that stock
. owned by the Governiuent shall be bran-
ded by a combination of letters and a
broad arrow in place of a numeral. We
are also amending the section providing
that the age mark of sheep shall cover a
period of seven years. We consider that
.8ix years should suffice; and the amend-
ment will be more humane than the ori-
ginal section, because fewer notches will
be required.

My, Walker : What 1f o man marks a
sheep for two years, and then ceases?

The HONORARY MINISTER: If he
marks at all, he must mark in aceord-
ance with the Aet. The amendment is
unimportant to members, but it 1s im-
portant to the thousands of sheep that
will have to be earmarked. We provide
also that where a run is partly in Wes-
tern Australia and partly in Sonth Aus-
tralia, the South Australian brand may
be registered here for such run. Mem-
bers will see that is essential, beecause it
would not be right that a man’s cattle
should bear two brands. We provide
that if there is no objection to the South
Australian brand it shall be registered
here and accepted by the anthorities of
this State. The South Australian Aet
provides for, one letter and two numerals,
while our Act provides for two letters
and a numeral; so the registration here
of the South Australian brand will not
lead to any confusion, I am seeking
also to alter Section 50 of the prineipal
Act, to make it read : “Any person found
guilty of an offence shall be liable to a
fine not exeeeding £50, or to imprison-
ment with or without hard labour for a
period not exceeding six months.” If
members. will read Sections 50 and 51
they will see that this amendment is
necessary. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Mr. . TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
I have listened attentively to the speech
of the Minister, and am pleased to be
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able to support him in carrying through
the Bill. I eannot but eongratulate him
on the easy task he will have in amending
the Brands Aect 1904, compared with the
task I undertook when introducing that
measure, which sought to amend the old
Brands Act, which bad not been altered
for a considerable number of years,
though many amending Bills had been
introduced with that object by very able
Ministers who preceded me. I recog-
nised the difficulties in 1904, and as we
bad in hoth branches of the Legislature
representatives of the pastoral and farm-
ing industries affected by the Bill, and
especially breeders of stock, there was
much diffieulty in altering the then exist-
ing law. Some of the provisions which
the Minister now seeks to insert would
have been in the Act of 1904 but for the
attitude of ecertain hon. members; and I
readily recognised at the time that the
Bill was not eomplete, though it was as
complete as it could be made by the
Chamber as then econstituted. I have
carefully considered the sections of the
1904 Aect which this Bill seeks to amend
or repeal, and I find that the amend-
ments are absolutely necessary, will not
in any way hamper the stock-raisers of
the State, but will materially help them,
and will, as the Minister has pointed out,
prevent frand in branding. When I
speak of frand I mean that people used
their brands on other people’s stock, and
the brands, if registered, afforded a
prima facie evidence of ownership. The
Bill under discussion will help the
breeder, and will hinder people who de-
sire to acquire stock by illegitimate
means. The clause which makes it pos-
sible to imprison as well as to fine a
convicted person is absolutely necessary.
I agree with the provision for the squat-
ter holding property on the South Aus
tralian border. If his run extends on
both sides of the border, it is wholly right
that he should have the choice of either
brand. And as the South Australian
brand is two numerals and a letter, whilst
ours is two letters and a numeral, there
will be no possible chance of any con-
fusion.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
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At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. TAYLOR (continuing): The pro-
vision in the measure necessitaiing that
all stoek shall be branded under the Aet
of 1904, that is with two letters and a
numeval, is highly desirable. I am very
pleased that the Minister has allowed
ample time, namely until the end of 1908,
for the reform to be brought in. Three
years ago I desired this prineciple to be
enforced, but in the opinion of the then
Committee it was unnecessary. I hope
that those members representing the
cattle-raising areas will assist the Govern-
menf in passing the measure, and es-
pecially the section which will bring all
stock within the scope of this Bill. After
that is done a great deal of uunecessary
canfusion will be prevented. I welcome
the principle adopted by which the
tovernment will be able to brand their
stock. I presume they will use theini-

tials of the department and the hroad
arrow,

Mr. P. STONE (Greenough): I am
very pleased that the Honorary Minister
lias brought in this measure, as i will
1mean a great deal to the agrieultural and
pastoral industries.  In the past the
mode of administering the Act has been
very defective, and in many cases people
are now using brands which are nof ve-
uistered.  Complaints have been made
by the inspector of stock and the police,
but it has been ascertained that there
can he ne prosecution in such cases unless
the mspector engages a lawyer at his own
expense and ecares to take the visk of
having to pay costs if the prosecution
fails. An inspector who has charge of
the Brands Aect should be given power
to engage eounsel and prosecute all offen-
ders against the Aet. Many complaints
have heen received in my district of un-
serupulous persons using illegal brands.
The eclause with regard to earmarking
is an excellent one. I hope that the Bill
will become law.

Mr. A. MALE (Kimberley): This Bill,
which I am very pleased to see intro-
dueed, has been promised to squatters
and stock-breeders for the past two years,
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and they were almost despairing of get-
ting the measure introduced. The Hon-
orary Minister has referred to the prin-
cipal features, one of which is that
all stock must in fauture be brought
under the original Act and rebranded
accordingly. The clause with regard to
ear-marking will be mueh appreciated,
while it is also provided that when any
run is partly in Western Australia and
partly in South Australia, the registrar
may allow the use of any South Aus-
tralian brand for such run, if the brand
is not likely in his opinion to eause eon-
fusion or mislead. The clause which in-
sists on all stock being brought under the:
original Aet for branding has been found
very necessary, inasmuch as the brands
have not in the past been all properly
registered and tabulated. I know of one
instance in which a new brand was re-
gistered and it was then found to be
similar to one of the old brands. Now
that it will be necessary for all brands
to be registered before the end of 1908,
it will be impossible for such a ease to
occur again. No fee, however, should
be charged for re-registering brands at
the end of 1908. In an amendment of
Section 18 of the Act, it is provided that
no fee will be charged for any brands
that have to be re-registered owing to
cancellation and a similar provision
should be made for the free re-registering
of brands under the earlier section. It
would be a measure of great safety if a
provision were inserted in the Bill pro-
viding for different brands for cattle
inside and outside of the permanent quar-
antine area. We lhave a permanent
uarantine area in East Kimberley, and
difficulties arise owing to the fact that
there are stations partly in that area and
partly outside of it. If some system
of branding to distinguish the cattle
could be brought in, it would considerably
safeguard elean paris of the eountry. It
it impossible, if a statiow is on both sides
of the permanent quarantine area line,
to prevent ecattle going from the quaran-
tined to the clean area. I had consi-
dered the advisability of introducing an
amendment whereby such stations should
be divided into two and ecarry separate
brands, so that it would be possible for
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an inspector to determine whether the
cattle were on the right or wrong side
of the boundary. There appears, how-
ever, to be a certain difficulty in regula-
ting such a thing, and I urge upon the
Honorary Minister to consider the ques-
tion in order that the elean country may
be properly safeguarded. [Hon. F. H.
Piesse: Clause 7 provides for that.] The
clanse only amends Section 18 of the
principal Aet. I hope that no fee will
be charged under Clause 2 of the amend-
ing Bill, which has for its objeet the
amendment of Seetion 5 of the prin-
eipal Aet. The amending Bill will give
great satisfaction to squatters generally,
and I think it will receive the approval
of this House.

Mr. T. HAYWARD {Wellington): T
would like to ask the Minister whether
on December 1st, 1908, all the eattle
branded with registered brands must be
re-branded with a pew brand.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: No,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amend-
ment, the report adopted.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
REDEDICATION (SUBIACO).

Second Reading.

The PREMIER {Hon. N. J. Moore),
in moving the second reading, said: This
Bill vefers to a Class A reserve, No.
3078, portion of Perth town lot No. 186.
It has been set apart for public build-
ings and it is proposed to allot a certain
portion of this for a church site to the
Seventh Day Adventists. This partien-
lar body waited on me quite recently in
the form of a deputaiion and pointed out
that only one grant of land, that at
Capel, had been made to them since they
had been established in Western Aus-
tralia. Although the peculiar tenets of
the order possibly are not in line with
that of other Christian bodies, yet it is
recognised that any body of this kind
that has for its objects the improvement
of the moral and social life of the com-
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munity is worthy of support. 1 pro-
mised the deputation that if after in-
quiry I found there was no objection to
their request I would bring a short Bill
before Parliament with a view of sub-
mitting the proposal for Parliamentary
approval. This reserve contains in all
two acres one rood, and is sitnated in
Thomas Street between Mueller Road
and Hay Street. It is set apart